Possible lymphocyte effects on lactase expression by mouse jejunal enterocytes.
Jejunal intraepithelial lymphocyte numbers fall and lactase activity increases during early infection with the intestinal parasite Nematospiroides dubius. Both these variables later return to values found in control mice. These results support the view that local immune reactions, suppressed by the presence of N. dubius, normally inhibit lactase expression by mouse enterocytes.